
Bringing
cities to life,

Bringing life
into cities.

This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 730222

Connecting Nature
Dr. Marcus Collier

Professor in Urban Nature-based Innovation
School of Natural Sciences

Trinity College Dublin



Bringing
cities to life,

Bringing life
into cities.

This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 730222

Connecting Nature



Bringing
cities to life,

Bringing life
into cities.

This project has received funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 730222

Front-runner cities
Glasgow, UK
Poznań, PL
Genk, BE

Fast-follower cities
Pavlos Melas, EL

A Coruña, ES
Sarajevo, BA
Ioannina, EL
Malaga, ES
Nicosia, CY
Bologna, IT
Burgas, BG

Multiplier cities
Tbilisi, GE
Yerevan, AM

Trinity College Dublin, IE
Centre for Ecological-Noosphere Studies, AM
DRIFT, Erasmus University Rotterdam, NL
West University of Timisoara, RO
Adam Mickiewicz University, PL
University of East London, UK
University College Dublin, IE
University of A Coruña, ES
Humboldt University, DE

GreenSpace Scotland, UK
  Bioazul, ES
    Climate Alliance, DE
      Geographic, GE 
        Helix Pflanzen, DE
          Horizon Nua, IE
            ICLEI: DE + BR, CN, KR
              Osmos, BE
                 UIRS, SI
                    Oppla, UK
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What do nature-based solutions look like?

Co-benefits

Bioswales

Interior living walls

Innovation

Exterior living walls

Water attenuation

Rain attenuation

Communities

Biodiversity
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Heat island effects 
Flooding / freezing

Noise / smell / exposure
Particulates / toxins

CO2

Public participation
Co-design / co-creation

Well-being
Contact with nature

Biodiversity
Ecosystem services

Rewilding 

Nature-based climate innovation
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Investing in nature-based solutions!
Horizon 2020 Actions:

Other Horizon 2020 Actions:
• Eklipse CSA (policy)
• BiodivERsA ERA-NET (cofund)
• NaturVation R&I (atlas) completed
• NAIAD R&I (insurance) completed
• ThinkNature CSA completed 
• NetworkNature CSA
• ReNature (CSA) Malta
• WeValueNature (CSA nat. cap.)
• ACTonNBS (Climate KIC)

Also:
• Encore (nat. cap)
• UrbanGaia (Ecosystem services)
• Oxford (policy platform)
• Natura (network of networks) NSF
• Building with Nature (design)
• Viva Plan (Nordic)
• Circular City (COST)

• Connecting Nature
• UNaLab
• UrbanGreenUp
• GrowGreen
• ProGIreg (regeneration)
• PHUSICOS (mountains)
• URBINAT (regeneration)
• Reconnect (rural / water)
• Operandum (hydrology)
• Nature4Cities (platform)
• CLEARINGHOUSE (EFI)
• RUGGEDISED (lighthouse)
• ReGreen (labs)
• EdiCitNet
• FutureMARES (Marine)
• Ponderful (ponds as NBS)
• MacOBioS (coastal)

EC Cluster Taskforces
1. Knowledge/data
2. Impact/evaluation
3. Business/finance
4. Communication
5. Hydrology?
6. Co-creation/governance
7. Global?
Active Horizon 2020 NBS  
projects (2017-2024): 
>485 partners
>160 cities 
>€280m and growing!

• CleverCities
• CONEXUS
• INTERLACE
• EuPOLIS
• GO GREEN ROUTES
• IN-HABIT
• VARCITIES

Platforms

Oppla 
(Marketplace)

Nature-based 
enterprise 
(Platform)

http://www.eklipse-mechanism.eu/about_eklipse
https://www.biodiversa.org/
https://www.naturvation.eu/
http://naiad2020.eu/
https://www.think-nature.eu/
https://oppla.eu/NetworkNature
http://renature-project.eu/
https://wevaluenature.eu/#page2
https://naturebasedcity.climate-kic.org/
http://urbangaia.eu/
https://www.nbspolicyplatform.org/
https://natura-net.org/
https://www.buildingwithnature.org.uk/about
https://www.viva-plan.eu/
https://circular-city.eu/
http://www.connectingnature.eu/
https://unalab.eu/
https://www.urbangreenup.eu/
http://growgreenproject.eu/
https://progireg.eu/
https://phusicos.eu/
http://urbinat.eu/
http://www.reconect.eu/
https://www.operandum-project.eu/
https://www.nature4cities.eu/
https://www.efi.int/projects/clearinghouse-collaborative-learning-research-information-sharing-and-governance-how-urban
https://ruggedised.eu/project/partners/
https://www.regreen-project.eu/
https://www.edicitnet.com/
https://www.futuremares.eu/
https://www.igb-berlin.de/en/project/ponderful
https://macobios.eu/macobios/
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/nature-based-solutions-are-helping-address-urban-challenges
https://clevercities.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/867564
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/869324
http://eupolis-project.eu/
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/869764
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/869227
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/869505
https://www.naturebasedenterprise.eu/
https://www.naturebasedenterprise.eu/
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Connecting Nature Innovations
• Connecting Nature Framework – scaling out nature-based solutions
• Reflexive Monitoring – silo busting
• UrbanByNature – global programme for establishing a nature-based solutions approach
• Financing and Business Models
• Nature-based enterprise platform – networking
• Technical solutions
• Governance
• Impact assessment - Nature-based solutions dashboard (health and well-being)
• Co-production 
• Nature-based solutions planning tool (iAPT)– practitioners

https://connectingnature.eu/innovations
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/connecting-nature-framework
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/reflexive-monitoring
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/reflexive-monitoring
https://connectingnature.eu/urbanbynature
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/financing-and-business-models
https://www.naturebasedenterprise.eu/
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/technical-solutions
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/governance
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/impact-assessment
https://connectingnature.eu/innovations/co-production
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• Process innovation
• Scaling out nature-based solutions
• Reflexive Monitoring – silo busting

Connecting Nature Framework
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UrbanByNature
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iAPT – impact assessment
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Connecting Nature Enterprise Platform
• Global database of nature-based enterprises
• Online marketplace for buyers and suppliers of nature-

based solutions
• Animated communities of interest – moderated by 

industry leaders
• Enterprises connected with financing opportunities

Launching October 2020
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Thank you
marcus.collier@tcd.ie

www.connectingnature.eu 
@ConnectingNBS


