


IUCN Global Standard criteria for NBS

The IUCN have developed a series of criteria for defining and implementing nature-based solutions. 
Whilst developed independently from this IUCN initiative, the Connecting Nature Framework has many 

synergies with these criteria and represents a resource to help those implementing nature-based 
solutions to achieve these criteria.



The Connecting Nature Framework is designed to support practitioners in mainstreaming nature-
based solutions in cities. It is structured around seven Elements: technical solutions, governance, 
financing & business models, nature-based enterprises, co-production, reflexive monitoring, and 
impact assessment. Each one of these Elements comprises guidance and approaches to support 

cities in transitioning towards a situation whereby nature-based solutions are embedded in urban 
planning and being delivered at scale in relation to local needs and context. 

Each Element includes resources that would be valuable for stakeholders wanting to ensure their 
nature-based solutions are aligned with the IUCN Global Standard Criteria. The following slides 

outline which Framework Elements could be beneficial for developing nature-based solutions that 
meet each of the IUCN Indicators for evaluating adherence to the Global Standard Criteria.



IUCN Global Standard criteria for NBS

1. Societal challenges

2. Design at scale

3. Biodiversity net-gain

4. Economic feasibility

5. Inclusive governance

6. Balance of trade-offs

7. Adaptive management

8. Mainstreaming & Sustainability

Connecting Nature NBS Framework Elements

The Connecting Nature Framework Elements do not map exactly onto the IUCN Global Standard 
Criteria. Nevertheless, each criteria has synergies with at least one of the Elements. The diagram above 

summarises the synergies between the Elements and each IUCN criteria.

Summary
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Upcoming NBO webinar series



Biodiversity Sensitive 
Urban Design

Prof Sarah Bekessy
RMIT University

Design for Biodiversity in 
larger-scale park areas 
Georgiana Tsianou & 
Violetta Salonikidou

Pavlos Melas

Designing joy and 
nature into our 

everyday infrastructure
John Little

Grass Roof Company

Blending formal and ecological NBS design to 
benefit nature and people
[NBO webinar 19/01/2022]

Presentations

• Designing for nature and people is not a trade-off, but a trade-on. It should be viewed as an 
opportunity, not a challenge.

• Designing-in niches and spaces for wildlife means you can limit potential conflicts and 
create landscapes that are good for people and biodiversity and give people an opportunity 

to experience and enjoy nature.

• Designing strategically and creatively, we can bring nature into our everyday life in a 
meaningful way inside our cities.

• Understanding and replicating locally typical natural, semi-natural, and novel ecosystems 
can be an effective way to deliver this. Include structure and complexity for visual impact 

and biodiversity benefits.

• Ensure there is a focus on co-creation - see people as part of the process not part of a 
problem. It is important to understand not only the ecological function, but also what the 

public wants. Then develop innovative solutions that blend these needs. 

Take-home messages:



Financing and entrepreneurship support for scaling Nature-based 
Solutions in cities: Seed session at TNOC - 31.03.22 @15.00-16.30 

GMT led by Esmee & Isobel

Overcoming barriers for co-producing Nature based Solutions: what 
capacities do you need?”: the week commencing 16th May 2022 led 

by Carien (DRIFT)

Upcoming NBO webinars


