
W6 - Sustainable Forestry

CERTIFICATION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES AS A 
TOOL TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

Alex Pra - ETIFOR – Padova University Spin-off

Connecting Nature Enterprise Communities of Practice II 

Poznan, 29-30 June 2021



1) Forest certification beyond timber

2) The FSC® Ecosystem Services Procedure



1) Forest certification beyond timber



Ecosystem 

services: “the 

benefits people 

obtain from 

ecosystems” 

(​MAE, 2005)

Source: www.teebweb.com

http://www.teebweb.com/


Valuing 

ecosystem 

services is key 

to promote 

sustainable 

forestry
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Source: Wunder (2006) modif. 

Carrots

Sticks

Incentive mechanisms to conserve and enhance ecosystem

services provision



Forest certification: the main market based instrument in 

the forestry sector

Cumulative forest area certified, 2001-2016

Fonte: FAO, FSC, PECF



Forest certification moving beyond timber

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/

https://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/


2. The FSC® Ecosystem
Services Procedure



https://fsc.org/en

FSC® Certification

https://fsc.org/en


FSC ® Procedure for Ecosystem
Services certification

https://fsc.org/en/for-forests/ecosystem-services

https://fsc.org/en/for-forests/ecosystem-services
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Fit with existing FSC framework

Source: FSC International



Seven steps towards ES claim

Source: FSC International



“(…) a chain of results over time that shows how an organization expects its 

activities to contribute to a desired impact”

Theory of Change

Source: FSC International



Theory of Change: an example

Source: FSC International



Sites where the ES Procedure 

has been tested

Sites where implementation is 

expected in next six months

Applications of the procedure at global level

Source: FSC 

International



• 30+ smallholders

• 1,000+ ha of forests

#Diversity

- Public owners

- Private owners

- Regional Park

- Productive forests

- Conservation forests

- Recreational forests

World-first FSC ES certification for all the 5 ES



Ecosystem services claims: allowing

businesses to use FSC trademarks to 

support green marketing

• Forest managers with verified impacts can 
use FSC ecosystem services claims to attract 
rewards

• Buyers of FSC-certified products with verified 
impacts may promote their products with FSC 
ecosystem services claims

• Sponsors of verified impacts may promote 
their support using FSC ecosystem services 
claims

Source: FSC International



https://info.fsc.org/

Transparency: the FSC database

https://info.fsc.org/


Transparency: Annex D
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